
family discovery guide
A Chinese garden is full of interesting things to discover. Can you find these? Good luck! 

Pomegranate is a favorite fruit in China at Mid-
Autumn. Find the pomegranate tree.

(Hint: It is in a pot.) 

Mushrooms are often collected in the fall and 
winter. Try to find this mushroom shape that 
decorates a table. Mushrooms decorate some 

chairs, too.
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Rocks are everywhere in a Chinese garden. 
Look for this one. Use your imagination to 

find a face in the stone.

During the evening, the best place in the garden to 
look at the moon and its reflection on the lake is called 

the Moon Locking Pavilion.
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The garden is decorated with many beautiful wood 
carvings. Find this one that looks like a hanging 

basket with a lovely lotus flower.

Find the family altar with incense and candles.  
Lighting incense is one of the traditions during 

the popular family celebration in September called 
Mid-Autumn Festival.  

Chinese legends tell of a 3-legged toad that lives 
on the moon, sometimes called the Money Toad.  
He carries a coin in his mouth and is a symbol of 

wealth. 

Stone mosaic pathways feel good underneath 
your feet. There are a variety of patterns.  Look 

for this one with a diamond and a crabapple 
flower.



There are trees of all sizes in a Chinese garden, even 
very small ones planted in containers. They are called 

penjing in Mandarin & bonsai in Japanese.

The scholar owner of a classical Chinese garden 
loved all things beautiful including interesting 
shaped stones. Find this one in his desk area. 

Chrysanthemum flowers are a Chinese 
favorite and are a symbol of autumn and the 
scholar official. Find the wood carving of a 

chrysanthemum or if visiting in November, 
live chrysanthemums are throughout the 

garden. 

There are many pine trees in Lan Su. Can you 
find this one? Pines can live to be very old so they 

are symbols of long life. 



It is still the Year of the Monkey. Find this monkey 
hanging in a tree.

Look for the lanterns in the shape of animals.  
Traditionally, children carry these during the 

evening of the Mid-Autumn festival. 

People around the world like to have lucky 
numbers. In China, one of the luckiest 

numbers is the number eight.  This is the way 
it is written in Mandarin: 八.

Find this wonderful tree trunk of a Lace 
Bark pine. Look high up and you can see its 

needles.


